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On the occasion of the anniversary of the so-called Brundtland Report, Reinhard Steurer and Andre 
Martinuzzi from RIMAS (the Research Institute for Managing Sustainability that operates the ESDN 
Office) have edited a special issue with five contributions on "Sustainable Develoment Strategies in 
Europe". The special issue charts the evolution of SD policy making over 20 years, triggered by the 
Brundtland Report (the first global sustainable development (SD) strategy in a broader sense).  
The first contribution provides an introduction to key characteristics, strengths and weaknesses of 
national SD strategies. These general impressions are then contrasted with comparable country 
studies on the SD strategy processes in Germany, Norway and the UK. The special issue concludes 
with an exploratory outlook.  
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Overall, the papers have one general conclusion in common: they all emphasise that SD strategies 
need to improve with regard to one of their key purposes, the orchestration of different policy 
instruments, strategy features and governance mechanisms. By putting SD strategies into the wider 
context of how public administrations function, the concluding paper gives explanations for this and 
other shortcomings highlighted in the case studies, and subsequently it looks ahead by exploring how 
to develop SD strategies further into a tool of “Strategic Public Management”. 
 
For further information, please contact reinhard.steurer@wu-wien.ac.at or visit our website at 
www.sustainability.eu.  

http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/abstract/114264232/ABSTRACT
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/abstract/114264232/REFERENCES
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/fulltext/114264232/PDFSTART
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/abstract/114264229/ABSTRACT
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/abstract/114264229/REFERENCES
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/fulltext/114264229/PDFSTART
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/abstract/114264231/ABSTRACT
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/abstract/114264231/REFERENCES
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/fulltext/114264231/PDFSTART
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/abstract/114264230/ABSTRACT
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/abstract/114264230/REFERENCES
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/fulltext/114264230/PDFSTART
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/abstract/114264228/ABSTRACT
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/abstract/114264228/REFERENCES
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/fulltext/114264228/PDFSTART
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/abstract/114264227/ABSTRACT
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/abstract/114264227/REFERENCES
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/fulltext/114264227/PDFSTART
mailto:reinhard.steurer@wu-wien.ac.at
http://www.sustainability.eu/

	European Environment: The Journal of European Environmental Policy  
	Editorials
	Research Articles



