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Fair and sustainable economy !
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ñGreen Growthò

Looking at it from a Sustainable Development perspective:

Why Green ?

- and not social /fair as well

Why Growth ?

- Is this possible on a finite Earth ?

- For whom ? 
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Development within limits

Sustainable development ?

4

Or recognition of limits !
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Social degradation ...
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Stress or jobless ...
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Over- and underconsumption
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Everybody happy ?
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It is claimed that the ñGreen Economyò and ñGreen Growthò 

proposed by UNEP, OECD and Europe 2020 is the way out 

of ongoing economic-, climate-, water- and food crises by 

restructuring our economies to simply encourage and 

sustain green energy, green growth and green jobs. 

A Green Economy is a big step forward, but will not solve 

on her own problems of inequity in incomes, access to 

resources and quality of life, nor tackle pollution from 

existing industry and environmental degradation.

Promoting Green Growth is not the same as ñchanging our 

economyò towards Sustainable Development.

Green Economy
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Need for systemic change

Business as 
usual

Economy

= 

unsustainable

Green 
Economy

Promoting 
green 
products

??????

How do 
we 

organise 
a total 

transition

Need for sustainable society ï

not only ñgreenò consumers
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- Our global economy is already going far beyond the 

limits of the carrying capacity of the planet.

- Environmental problems are caused mostly because of 

this. Some social ones too.

- We are using too much of our natural capital, and any 

businessman knows: if you start eating your capital: 

bankruptcy will soon follow....

Recognising limits

- There is an urgent need to cut 

down the use of natural 

resources in absolute amounts. 

-Technical solutions (eco-

efficiency) will not be enough.. 

=> sufficiency
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