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Recent research on CSR at RIMAS

ü Sustainable development, 

stakeholder relation management and CSR

ü Corporate Sustainability and CSR 

in Western and CEE Europe 

ü Agrobiodiversity and Stakeholder Management 

in the Seed Industry

ü CSR Austria Guiding Model

ü Analysis of National Policies on CSR for 

EU CSR High Level Group (DG Employment)

ü Summary: ESDN Quarterly Report June 2008 at 

www.sd-network.eu
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Sustainable Development
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Economic dimension
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Source: Steurer, R et al (2005), 

Journal of Business Ethics, 61/3, 

263-281.
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ĂCSR is a business contribution to SDò 

(European Commission 2001) 

Since CSR re-defines state-business and business-

society relations, shaping concept and activities also 

concerns governments and civil society 

CSR policies are a new Ăgovernment contribution to SDñ 

that complements (or compensates for the lack of) traditional 

social and environmental policies

Preliminary conclusions on CSR
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1. Informational or endorsing instruments:

Campaigns, guidelines, trainings

2. Partnering instruments:

Agreements, networks, PPPs, dialogues

3. Financial or economic instruments: 

Taxes, Subsidies, grants, prices/awards

4. Legal (mandating) instruments:

Laws, regulations, decrees

5. ĂHybrid instrumentsñ

Strategies, action plans, platforms, centres

New governance 

and ñsoft-law 

approachò

Regulatory 

approach

Character of policy instruments in general
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Key topics of CSR policies 

Not traditional social and environmental regulations, but

ü Raise awareness and build capacities for CSR

ü Foster disclosure, transparency and stakeholder involvement

ü Facilitate Socially Responsible Investment (SRI)

ü Lead by example (or ñwalk the talkò) and provide incentives for 

CSR in applying SD principles to government activities, e.g. 

through

Á Sustainable Public Procurement

Á SRI in the public domain

Á Adopting social/environmental/SR management systems

Á SD/SR reporting
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Topics covered here (& in DG Employment study)

Not traditional social and environmental regulations, but

ü Raise awareness and build capacities for CSR

ü Foster disclosure, transparency and stakeholder involvement

ü Facilitate Socially Responsible Investment (SRI)

ü Lead by example (or ñwalk the talkò) and provide incentives

for CSR in applying SD principles to government activities, e.g. 

through
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1. Rationale

Companies do CSR only if they and their stakeholders are aware 

of the concept and respective opportunities

2. Method

Telephone survey in August-October 2006

24 interviews plus written information

20 EU Member States covered

3. Results

85 initiatives found

3 case studies

CSR awareness raising initiatives
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Education activities, e.g. 

conferences, seminars, 

trainings; 17.7%

Government-sponsored 

guidelines; 10.6%

Information resources, 

e.g. website, studies, 

reports etc.; 10.6%

Information/awareness 

raising campaigns; 9.4%

Networks/partnerships/ 

agreements; 10.6%

Multi-stakeholder fora; 

4.8%

Prices and awards (CSR 

audits/labels); 8.2%

Economic incentives 

(loans, grants, 

subsidies); 3.5%

Action plans/ 

programmes/strategy for 

CSR; 9.4%

Institutions: platforms/ 

centres; 8.2%

Others; 7.0%

Informational 
or endorsing 
instruments

Partnering 
instruments

Financial or 
economic 
instruments

Hybrid 
tools and 
others

Overview of CSR awareness raising 
instruments (85)
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Sweden:

ñGlobalt Ansvarò

ÅPartnership for 

global responsibility

ÅGovernment 

invites companies 

to join the 

partnership by 

adopting the OECD 

guidelines and the 

UN Global Compact

Netherlands:

ñKnowledge and 

Information Centreò 

on CSR since 2004

ÅDisseminate 

knowledge and good 

practices

ÅPromote 

stakeholder 

dialogues 

ÅFoster partnerships

Denmark:

ñPeople & Profitò 

ÅProgramme initiated 

in 2004 

ÅActivities: research, 

training, 

dissemination of 

information 

ÅGoal: enhance 

competitiveness 

(foster CSR as a 

business case)

3 case studies on CSR awareness raising
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1. Rationale

By making public procurement more sustainable, governments 

lead by example and provide economic incentives for CSR

2. Method

Telephone survey in March-April 2007

24 interviews plus some written information

26 EU Member States covered

3. Results

103 government initiatives found

3 case studies

Sustainable Public Procurement (SPP)
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Educational activities, e.g. 

conferences, seminars, 

trainings; 3.9%

Government-sponsored 

guidelines; 13.6%

Information resources, 

e.g. websites, studies, 

reports, etc.; 11.7%

Information/awareness 

raising campaigns; 1.9%

Networks/partnerships/

agreements; 1.0%

Decrees, resolutions; 

4.9%

Circulars; 4.9%

Action plans/

programmes/strategies 

for CSR; 27.2%

Platforms/centres/

institutions; 5.8%

Informational 
instruments

Partnering 
instruments

Legal 
instruments

Hybrid 
instruments

Laws; 25.2%

Overview of SPP initiatives (103)
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19: implemented

2 (Es, Lux): in preparation

1: not implemented

5: status unclear

* ĂProcurement directiveñ 2004/18/EC

ĂUtilities directiveñ 2004/17/EC

EU Directives* on PP: Status of 
implementation


