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Multiple crises



- Food price crisis -1 billion people worldwide 

at risk of hunger and malnutrition  -and 

growing

- Energy/fuel crisis - price/ security issues 

- Financial crisis - threatening jobs worldwide 

& poverty reduction gains

- Climate crisis exacerbating the others

Multiple Crises



The Crisis and Employment

200 million jobs lost between 2007 and 2009



The Crisis and Development

· Decrease of trade and investment ï

exports are shrinking. 

· ODA contraction:

¹ Slow growth: Every 1 per cent fall in 

growth in developing countries will 

translate into an additional 20 

million people consigned to poverty 

(WB).

¹ Reduced provision of basic needs, 
health care and education



Continued Environmental Neglect

Å1981 ï2005: global GDP 
more than doubled, but 
60% of worldôs 
ecosystems 
degraded/exploited 
unsustainably 

ÅGlobal economic growth 
in past 50 years 
accompanied by decline of 
natural capital and of 
ecosystemsô ability to 
sustain services

ÅHuge  regional imbalances



UNEP ETB

Status Quo undermines natural 

capital - risks human survival

ó

GHG Emissions at 42 GtCO2e per annum are 5 times 

what Earth can absorb

é....



Making the Economic Case:

The Green Economy Report



The Green Economy Report

The objective of the Green Economy 

Report is to make and communicate a 

strong and convincing economic case for 

greening economies and creating decent 

green jobs by investing in a new 

generation of assets (social, natural, 

human, and financial). 



The Green Economy Report, Overview

ÅThe GER is an in-depth macroeconomic analysis 

of the economic, social, employment and 

environmental gains that could result from 

increased investment in green sectors.

ÅTarget: Decision makers, government officials, 

business executives, employers, workers, 

consumers, researchers and the public in general.
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Enabling 

Conditions
- Finance

- Subsidies

- Markets

-

Green Economy Report

é. and its offshoots 

GGND :            

A Policy 

Brief

Regional / 

Country 

Reports 

Regional / 

Country 

Reports 



Role of regions and local authorities: 

Sustainable Cities

ÅCities are polluted, 

crowded and 

complex to manage. 

ÅDelivering the smart 

city: The GER will a 

guidance plan for 

mayors to improve 

sustainability and 

growth in cities. 



Forests

ÅSustainable forest 

management can:

ïcreate massive 

employment, provide for 

livelihoods, maintain  land 

and services 

ïmake a significant 

contribution to the fight 

against climate change, 

highly efficient/cost 

effective carbon capture


